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Capitals knock off Mohawks in IHSHL champio

SARAM SCHUTT/The Globe Gazeta
Mason City's Brad Bissig (29) buries his head in disappointment after the Mohawks lost to the Des Moines Capitals, 6-3,
in the lowa High School Hockey League titie game Sunday at the Metro Sports Ice Arena. In the background is Carter
Angell (13) approaches Mohawk goalie Brent Frein.

nship game

0 D.M. Capitals out-
shoot Mohawks 36-19
in title game victory

By KIRK HARDCASTLE
Of The Globe Gazette

DES MOINES — This was-
n't the way it was supposed to
end for Cole Despenas and the
other 12 seniors on the Mason
City Hockey Club,

The top-seeded Des Moines
Capitals received two goals
from Spencer Krohn and
stopped the Mohawks, 6-3, in
Sunday’s lowa
High School
Hockey League
championship
game at the
Metro lec
Sports Arena

But if Despe
nas had to lose
in a champi
onship game, he
glad it
was to the Capita

“A lot of those

Despenas
said he

hung out with them. Next
weekend, [ have Chicago Show
case tryouts, and 'l be with all
of them.”

And the Capitals have com
plete bragging rights over
Despenas as the Capitals won
all four meetings against the
Mohavwks this season

The Capitals, who outscored
the Mohawks 17-9 in the four
tshot the Mohawks
unday.

Des Moines Capitals’ coach
Scott Krueger called his team’s
defense against the Mohawks
nding,

‘We gave them three shots in
the first period,” he said. “
held the highest scoring team
in the league to nothing in 2 1/2
periods.

“They (the Mohawks) fly the
lot. We didn't want our
defensemen pressing. They
stayed back and didn't give up
any odd-man situations.”

In Sunday’s contest, the Cap-
itals jumped out to a 4-0 lead
and withstood a late third-peri
od Mohawk rally to claim their

See MOHAWKS, B4

TOURNAMENT RECA

Sunday's Results
Championship Game
DM.Capials 6. Mason City 3
Third-place Game
DM Oak Leals 4, Kansas City 2
Fifth-place Game
Omaha Jr Lancers 6, Sioux City 2
Seventh-place Game
Waterioo 6, Ames 2
Saturday's Results
Semifinal Games
DM, Captals 2, DM Oak et 1
Mason City 8, Kansas Ci
et v
Omaha Jr_ Lancers 7, Waterioo 3
Sioux City 7, Ames 4
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Hicks labels season a success

By KIRK
Of The Globe Gazette

DES MOINES — Mason
City Hockey Club coach Mark
Hicks still called it a success-
ful season.

ason City, wi
ing its first

Capitals in
Sunday's lowa High School

Hockey League championship
game at the Metro Ice Sports

rena
“That's the beauty of the
state tournament,” Hicks
said. “If you don't win it all, it
ends on a disa lmmml\nu note.

“We had a gre
atart tofnialy We had great
support from North lowa. We
have a great bunch of kids,
and I feel bad for them.”

Senior forward Cole Despe-
nas said it's a plus making it
to the title game

“But you always think
what could have happened if
you just gave a little bit
more,” he said. “We had a few
bad boun nml everything
didn't go our

“It's going to hurt for
awhile”

In Hicks' three seasons as
conch, the Mohawks have
placed third (2002), fourth

(2003) and second.

" the coach
said. “It's just a credit to
Mason City Youth Hockey
and the surrounding are
that supplies our players

Hicks called the Youth
Hockey Association a great
organization to work for.

“It's the best in the state,
the best in the Midwest,” he
said. “I'm really proud to be a
part of it and I know the kids
are

Next season, Hicks will
have to repl
including three ofthe top five
scorers in th

special bunch.
hey're funny” b
By Al bk
its. They keep me feeling

y K.

They have a good time
when they come to the rink.”

Top: Mason City's
Mike Murtaugh

(9) tries to recover
the puck from the
Des Moines Capi-
tals' Roch Naert
(8) and Marc

Brad Krueger (7)
slides across the
ice as he tries to
stop a pass from
Mason City's

Power-play goal dooms Mohawks in title game

From Page B1

first tournament title since
2000.

“They just worked a little
harder;” Despenas said. “They
beat us to the puck. They
were a little bit faster and a
little bit stronger.

“We can play with them.
We worked hard. T hope
nobody left anything back. T
think we worked as hard as
we could.”

The Capitals and Mohawks
nearly played a scoreless first
period, but the Capitals
received a power play goal
from Brett Ferguson with nine
seconds left in the period.

“They were a little bit

Jaster and a lintle bit

stronger.”
Mason City's Cole Despenas

The goal would prove to be
a back-breaker for the
Mohavwks.

“It was a stab in the back,
basically” said Mason City
Mike Murtaugh, who scored
two goals. “They got so much
momentum and were pumped
up and ready to go.

“They were relaxed, and we
were all freaking out not
knowing what to do because
vw»\u'\‘ down 1-0.”

he Capitals pushed their
o it pair of sec-

ond-period goals and made it
4-0 15 seconds into the third
period.

“First-minute goals and
last-minute goals are killers,"
on City coach Mark Hicks

said

The Mohawks managed to
trim the deficit to 5-3 at the
11:57 mark.

The Capitals scored an
empty-net goal with 40 sec-
onds remaining to push the
lead back to three goals.

“Until they scored that
sixth one, I thought we were
going to get at least four and
put some heat on them,”
Hicks said. “I was confident
and all the guys were until
the end. Nobody gave up.”
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First period
'OM — Bret Ferguson (Marc Lorence),
1451 (Power play)

or
— Derek Eliot (Roch Naert
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“Tim Ramsey) \e
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15
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nas), 601 (Power
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=
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n gosl— Wason Oy 307 —
19, Copta 13 12

Favallen mintes — Yason Giy &
20 Captal 7-14
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